
Exceptional Services for Exceptional Students 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DISTRICT OF LAKE COUNTY 
18160 W Gages Lake Road, Gages Lake, Illinois 60030-1819 

847-548-8470  Fax 847-548-8472  VP 224-207-8476  
www.sedol.us 

 
Valerie M. Donnan, M.Ed. 
Superintendent 

 
 

October 15, 2019 
 
Dear SEDOL Community,  
 
Representatives from both the Lake County Sheriff’s Office and the Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office 
informed us today that they have arrested one of our former paraprofessionals, Nick Izquierdo, for six 
misdemeanor counts of reckless conduct and use of excessive force during his interactions with some Gages 
Lake students he was overseeing during their time-out intervention. Mr. Izquierdo has not been on our campus 
since May 19 when a parent first raised concerns about his treatment of their child.  
 
When this was first brought to our attention, we immediately removed Mr. Izquierdo from the school, reported 
this matter to the Lake County Sheriff’s Department and the Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS), and launched our own internal investigation, which included the review of hundreds of hours 
of videotape from the time-out intervention room at Gages Lake. Through this review, we confirmed to the 
police that Mr. Izquierdo did not handle his interactions with this student appropriately, and we proactively 
informed them about a couple of other instances that we observed during our review of the video where in 
which Mr. Izquierdo was not following the proper Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) physical restraint 
procedures on which he was trained. We also reported all incidents we identified directly to the parents 
involved and we communicated with all SEDOL stakeholders about the many actions we are taking to ensure 
the safety of our schools and students. 
 
We deeply regret the behavior we observed by Mr. Izquierdo and the heartache it has caused for these students 
and parents. His actions are inconsistent with the professionalism and integrity of the rest of our experienced, 
dedicated and compassionate staff who work tirelessly to help our students manage their extensive social-
emotional needs and develop their academic skills. This is extremely challenging work and the poor decisions 
of one individual should not impact your confidence and trust in our excellent teachers and paraprofessional 
staff who are committed to providing the best possible experience for our students.  
 
SEDOL and Gages Lake administrators, teachers and staff cooperated fully during every step of the 
investigations conducted by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office, Lake County State’s Attorney, DCFS and other 
authorities.  We have provided refresher training on CPI protocols to our Gages Lake staff, and have worked 
with an outside consultant to develop a more robust ongoing training and monitoring schedule for all SEDOL 
faculty and staff. We have engaged behavior specialists to observe and coach our faculty and staff, we have 
provided training on trauma-informed student support, and we added additional supervisory oversight in our 
intervention rooms, and more opportunities for constructive feedback and sharing of best practices with our 
staff.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our district. I can assure you that every day, we are steadfast in our 
commitment to support your children in a safe and productive environment.  
Sincerely, 
 
Valerie M. Donnan, M.Ed 
Special Education District of Lake County 
Superintendent 

 


